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Summer 2016 was full of developments in environmental policy and law in Ukraine. Yet, all reforms are at 

the stage of development or implementation. We offer a short overview of the events and developments, 

which took place in July-August 2016. The overview focuses on those developments that are important for 

future monitoring of the environmental reforms in Ukraine.  

 

 

Revision of the State Environmental Policy Strategy seems to take too long. In August the Ministry of 

Environment presented a further draft amendments for public consultations. We consider proposed 

changes to be weak and failing to ensure strategic planning in environmental protection. The Strategy, 

as amended, does not offer any targets (except for increasing protected areas share to 10% of the total 

country area). European experience could have been used when approaching strategic planning for the 

environment. Citizens, experts and other stakeholders need to know where we move and what we aim 

to achieve by 2030. In addition, the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement requires integration of certain 

principles of EU environmental aquis, to name a few: polluter pays principle, precautionary principle. The 

amended Strategy fails to recognize that.  

Two draft laws provisionally adopted (in the first reading) mark an important step in implementation of 

horizontal directives: environmental impact assessment and strategic environmental assessment. The 

draft laws are now being prepared for the second reading. These draft laws could effectively work in na-

tional system and become major milestones in environmental policy reforming progress. Yet, this is true 

subject to some reservations: the proposed procedures need to be aligned with projects design and per-

mitting procedures, cleared from corruption risks (for EIA) and to cover land planning (for SEA). 

Public consultations started in July concerning draft concept for reforming state monitoring system. This 

is an important development towards upgrading current monitoring system, in particular through transi-

tion from inter-agency monitoring to complex assessment and set-up of a unified monitoring network 

backed by its technical modernization.  

In June the Minister of Environment O.Semerak announced his intention to create integrated environ-

mental inspection. The details of this initiative are not public, yet. 

In July the Cabinet of Minister approved State program for developing transboundary cooperation in 

2016-2020. The programs includes 25 projects of transboundary cooperation to be (co-) funded by state. 

For example, in environmental area they include: preservation of unique biota and improving water quali-

ty in the transboundary river basin in Western Ukraine, infrastructure development of the Yavoriv nation-

al park, development of an alternative municipal waste treatment system through waste sorting. 
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On July 14 the Parliament ratified Paris Climate Agreement. This is widely covered in media these days. At 

the same time, Kyoto Protocol compliance committee adopted its preliminary findings alleging non-

compliance by Ukraine with Kyoto Protocol provisions. One of the problems – disconnection of national 

emissions registry – the Ministry of Environment solved quickly. The final decision by compliance commit-

tee was scheduled for its September meeting. 

The public kept eye on the development of the National Emissions Reduction Plan for Plants of Mining & 

Metal Production Sector. This initiative was announced in summer for the implementation of the Indus-

trial Pollution Directive 2010/75/EU. At first glance the initiative look promising, as mining and metal pro-

duction sector are preparing for new environmental requirements. Yet, it is unclear how this plan would 

be coordinated with already developed (and discussed with the public) National Emissions Reduction 

Plans from Large Combustion Plants: the government promises to approve it by 2015 remained just 

promises. 

 

 

The public and government’s attention was also focused on combating illegal logging. Ministry of Envi-

ronment and State Forestry Agency started to elaborate new Sanitary Cuttings Rules. General Prosecu-

tor’s Office reported numerous searches and criminal cases relating to massive illegal logging.  

On August 21 the Ministries of Environment, Economy and Regional Development signed a memorandum 

to create effective waste management system. German GIZ and EBRD are partners to this initiative. By 

December 2016 the government expects to develop and adopt a national waste management strategy. 

In addition, this summer the Government approved licensing conditions for hazardous waste treatment 

activities. 

 

 

In July the Parliament adopted president’s draft law to clarify certain issues of the legal regime on territo-

ries, affected by Chornobyl accident. Key consequences of the law include actual entry into force of a 

decision to create Chornobyl Biosphere Radiological Reserve and improving investment opportunities for 

solar energy projects in the Chornobyl Zone. 
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