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HIGHLIGHTS 

ENERGY COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT: FAILING TO COMPLY WITH INTERNATIONAL COMMITMENTS 

AGAIN 

Ukraine undertook a series of international environmental commitments that are closely related to ener-

gy commitments, when it officially acceded the Energy Community in February 2011. 

On 8 October 2015, the Secretariat of the Energy Community published its Annual Implementation Re-

port on the acquis under the Treaty Establishing the Energy Community. This Report shows, inter alia, 

that “of all Contracting Parties, Ukraine has made the most striking progress in most areas during the 

reporting period”. Unfortunately, this is not about the country’s environmental commitments.  

Ukraine has implemented neither of the four directives so far, though the deadlines set in the Accession 

Protocol have already expired. Slight progress has been marked in implementing the Large Combustion 

Plants Directive. At the same time, the Secretariat has already undertook strict control over Ukraine’s 

implementing the Environmental Impact Assessment and the Sulphur in Fuels Directives. Ukraine re-

ceived a Reasoned Opinion on non-compliance with the Sulphur in Fuels Directive, and the Secretariat is 

now preparing an Opening Letter against Ukraine on non-compliance with the Environmental Impact 

Assessment Directive.  

Ukraine was proven to have many times violated its commitments under international environmental 

treaties (Espoo, Aarhus and Berne Conventions).  

We hope that relevant public authorities will eventually realize the importance of fulfilling commitments 

in the field of environmental protection, and Ukraine’s case will not be escalated to the Ministerial Coun-

cil of the Energy Community.  

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION THROUGH THE PRISM OF LOCAL ELECTIONS 

Local elections took place in Ukraine on 25 October. This year’s election campaign was unconventional 

meaning that only political parties could nominate their candidates for deputies of oblast, rayon and city/

town councils. 

A party that intends to come to power should clearly understand the range of existing problems and sug-

gest particular ways to solve them, apart from declaring its ideology and values. Environmental threats 

are most relevant to local communities, therefore their efficient solution must be ensured at a regional 

level. 

Analysis of programmes of the parties that participated in the 2015 local elections showed that the num-

ber of parties concerned about environmental issues and intending to take measures to address them is 

not quite promising — 52 of 132. Only four parties at the most can boast of having a comprehensive vi-

sion of environmental problems and ways of tackling them. A significant number of the offered political 

programmes had merely declarative or even minimum environmental provisions which makes addressing 

of this priority issue a sheer formality. 

Prioritizing of environmental issues may be achieved by means of their integration in related fields 

(green economy, energy, environmental quality of life, etc.) what is often suggested in parties’ pro-

grammes. At the same time, society needs to give grounds to new generation parties to correctly identi-

fy prospects and efficiently collaborate with the public on a daily basis. 
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The Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine approved the 2015–2017 Action Plan for the implementation of the 

National Strategy for Regional Development until 2020 (Resolution No. 821 of 07.10.2015). It sets out 

both measures aimed at ensuring rational use of the natural and resource potential, preservation of 

cultural heritage and most valuable natural sites, and performance indicators. Thus, the natural reserve 

fund area to an administrative unit area ratio must be 11%. 

The following draft Laws were registered with the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine: 

— On the introduction of amendments to certain laws of Ukraine regarding household waste treat-

ment and promoting their use as alternative energy sources (registry No. 3198-1 of 21.10.2015), 

— On the introduction of amendments to the Tax Code of Ukraine (regarding the incorporation of 

production and import taxes for package and packaged goods into the environmental tax) (registry 

No. 3199-1 of 21.10.2015), 

— On the introduction of amendments to the Budget Code of Ukraine (regarding allocation of certain 

types of environmental tax for household waste treatment purposes) (registry No. 3200-1 of 

21.10.2015), 

— On the introduction of amendments to certain laws of Ukraine (regarding fauna protection and anti

-poaching activities) (registry No. 3364 of 28.10.2015), 

— On the introduction of amendments to the Law of Ukraine “On Waste” (regarding the improve-

ment of state regulation of waste treatment) (registry No. 3374 of 29.10.2015). 

Within the framework of regulatory activities, the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources: 

— approved the Order of 22.10.2015 No. 382 “On the introduction of amendments to the Action Plan 

of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of Ukraine for drafting regulations in 2015 regarding 

the drafting of the Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine “On the introduction of amend-

ments to the Procedure of issue of special permits for subsoil use”, 

— drafted the Procedure of authorizing import or export of ozone-depleting substances and goods 

containing such, and the Procedure of distribution of the estimated volumes of ozone-depleting sub-

stances consumption. 

http://zakon1.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/821-2015-%D0%BF/print1444027928403525
http://w1.c1.rada.gov.ua/pls/zweb2/webproc4_1?pf3511=56865
http://w1.c1.rada.gov.ua/pls/zweb2/webproc4_1?pf3511=56866
http://w1.c1.rada.gov.ua/pls/zweb2/webproc4_1?pf3511=56867
http://w1.c1.rada.gov.ua/pls/zweb2/webproc4_1?pf3511=56883
http://w1.c1.rada.gov.ua/pls/zweb2/webproc4_1?pf3511=56893
http://www.menr.gov.ua/docs/normakty/nakaz_382.pdf
http://www.menr.gov.ua/normbaza/regulatory/554-proekty-rehuliatornykh-aktiv

